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Chapter 1: Spike’s Dinner 
Cora visited the pet store with her mom to buy food for her pet lizard, Spike. The pet store was 
filled with the sounds of chirping birds and bubbling fish tanks. While browsing the aisles, Cora 
spotted a container labeled "Four Hornworms." She pressed her face closer to the clear plastic 
and saw the bright blue-green caterpillars wriggling inside. Excited, she asked her mom to buy 
them for Spike, and her mom agreed. 
When they got home and opened the 
container, Cora was surprised to find 
just one large caterpillar alive instead of 
four. Confused, she furrowed her brow 
and wondered aloud, "Did this one harm 
or eat the others?" Her mom chuckled 
and explained, "Hornworms are 
herbivores, so that wouldn’t be 
possible." 
Relieved and curious, Cora gently 
scooped up the big, striking blue-green 
caterpillar and placed it back in the 
container. Its vibrant body shimmered 
slightly under the light. "I think I’ll name 
you Ayanna," Cora said with a smile, 
already feeling a sense of wonder about 
her new little friend. 
 

Chapter 2: A New Pet 
 
Cora stared at Ayanna, the hornworm, as it wriggled slowly in its container. She bit her lip, 
feeling a twinge of guilt. Ayanna was supposed to be Spike’s dinner, but the idea of feeding her 
to Spike didn’t sit well anymore. "Mom, what if we kept Ayanna as a pet instead?" she asked 
hesitantly. 
Her mom looked thoughtful for a moment. "Well, if that’s what you want, we’d need to learn how 
to care for her. Taking care of a pet, even a hornworm, is a responsibility." 
Cora nodded, her resolve strengthening. "I’ll do it! I’ll make sure she’s happy and safe." She 
began researching hornworm care, reading about what they eat and how they transform. The 
more she learned, the more fascinated she became. 
That night, as she set Ayanna’s container on her desk, Cora whispered, "You’re not just any 
caterpillar. I think you’re going to be something amazing." 
  



Chapter 3: Ayanna’s New Home 
 
Cora spent the next day setting up a cozy home for Ayanna. She found a small terrarium in the 
garage and filled it with fresh dirt, smooth rocks, and a few sturdy sticks for climbing. Carefully, 
she placed Ayanna inside, watching as the caterpillar explored its new surroundings. 
  
Before setting up the terrarium, Cora decided to feed the three dead hornworms to Spike. "He 
deserves a treat," she thought as she watched him eagerly devour the meal. Now, with Spike 
fed and content, Cora could focus on Ayanna. 
As Cora observed Ayanna, she eagerly ate the tomato leaves that Cora had provided. 
 
That evening, Cora shared her thoughts with her mom. "I feel like I rescued Ayanna." 
 
Her mom smiled gently. "Cora, you’re showing a lot of empathy by thinking about both Ayanna 
and Spike. It’s a good practice in making decisions. This is what they call a win-win decision. 
Everyone benefits." 
Hearing her mom’s words, Cora felt good about herself. She leaned closer to the terrarium and 
smiled. "I will do my best to take care of you," she thought as she scooped the poop out. 
Every day after school, Cora’s friends would come over. They gently held Ayanna and admired 
her beautiful vibrant green color. She also had white and black marks along her sides along with 
a “horn” on her backside. 
 
“She’s so cute!” they would say. They petted her and allowed her to walk freely on their hands, 
their arms, their face, their clothing. She clung tightly and felt ticklish because of her six tiny 
jointed legs with tiny claws and her ten false legs with tiny hooks. Ayanna didn’t seem to mind 
the attention and soon became the star among Cora’s friends. 
 
“Is it safe to touch the horn?” Jake asked one day, eyeing the protrusion on Ayanna’s back. 
 
“Absolutely,” Cora reassured him. “The horn might look a little scary, but it won’t sting your 
finger. It’s actually harmless.” 
 
“Then why does she have it?” Emily wondered, letting Ayanna crawl up her arm. 
“It’s a defense mechanism,” Cora explained. “The horn makes predators think she’s dangerous, 
so they leave her alone.” 
“Smart little Ayanna,” Sarah remarked, laughing as Ayanna tickled her hand with her tiny claws 
and hooks. 
  



 

Chapter 4: A Close Call 
 
One day, as Cora’s friend Emma was holding Ayanna, she accidentally slipped from her hand 
and fell to the ground. Everyone gasped, but Ayanna made no sound of pain. Emma quickly and 
gently picked her up, and Cora put Ayanna back into her safe container. Ayanna seemed fine, 
and the children sighed in relief. They were more careful with her from then on. 
  
Cora learned from her mom that Ayanna would one day turn into a beautiful Sphinx Moth. This 
made Cora even more excited. She took extra special care of Ayanna, feeding her fresh tomato 
leaves and keeping her container clean. Ayanna grew bigger and fatter as she ate and pooped 
a lot. 
 



 

Chapter 5: Ayanna’s Transformation 
 
One morning, Cora found Ayanna lying very still in her enclosure. Her once-vivid green body 
had turned brown and hardened. Thinking the worst, Cora ran to tell her mother. But her mother 
explained gently, “Cora, Ayanna is entering the next stage of her life cycle. She is inside the 
chrysalis.” 
 
Cora’s concern turned into awe. “She’s transforming?” 
 
“Yes, going through metamorphosis. But it’ll take time. It’s going to be exciting to watch,” her 
mother said. 
 
Cora carefully observed the chrysalis every day. It looked so different from Ayanna’s soft, 
wiggling form. Now, she was still and encased in a hardened pbrown shell. Cora learned that 
inside, Ayanna’s body was changing, growing new wings and legs. 
 
Cora marked the days on her calendar, eagerly waiting for the next stage of Ayanna’s journey. 
 



Chapter 6: The Moth Emerges 
 
Weeks passed. One morning, as Cora approached the enclosure, she noticed something 
extraordinary. Perched on a branch was a large, beautiful moth with velvety brown and gray 
wings, marked by intricate patterns. The once-hardened cocoon now looked like a shell of thin 
fragile paper with an opening where something had burst through. 
 
“She hatched!” Cora exclaimed. 
 
The moth slowly fluttered its wings, drying them. Cora called her mother to see. 
 
“She’s a Sphinx Moth now,” her mother said, smiling. “And she’s getting ready to fly.” 
 
Cora carried the enclosure into the garden. She opened the lid and waited. The moth climbed 
onto a tree branch and spread its wings wide. Then, with a soft, graceful movement, she lifted 
off into the air, disappearing among the flowers. 
 
Cora smiled, knowing this was the beginning of a new chapter. From then on, every time she 
spotted a moth darting among the flowers, she thought of Ayanna—the Sphinx Moth—and the 
amazing transformation she had been lucky enough to witness. 

  



Glossary 

1. Caterpillar – A worm-like insect that turns into a butterfly or 
moth. 

2. Chrysalis – A hard shell where a caterpillar changes into a 
moth or butterfly. 

3. Defense Mechanism – A way animals protect themselves 
from danger. 

4. Fragile – Easily broken or delicate. 
5. Hatch – When an insect, bird, or other animal comes out of 

its shell. 
6. Herbivore – An animal that eats only plants. 
7. Metamorphosis – The process of changing from a caterpillar 

to a moth or butterfly. 
8. Predator – An animal that hunts and eats other animals. 
9. Terrarium – A small container or tank for keeping plants or 

animals. 
10. Transformation – A big change from one thing to another. 

 
 



Comprehension Questions: 
1. Why did Cora go to the pet store? 
2. What did Cora notice about the hornworms when she got 
home? 
3. How did Cora decide to keep Ayanna as a pet instead of 
feeding her to Spike? 
4. What did Cora do to take care of Ayanna? 
5. How did Cora’s friends react to Ayanna? 
6. What happened when Emma accidentally dropped Ayanna? 
7. What did Cora learn about Ayanna’s transformation? 
8. How did Ayanna change in the final stage of her life cycle? 
9. What did Cora do when Ayanna became a moth? 
10. How did Cora feel every time she saw a moth after releasing 
Ayanna? 
 
  

Critical Thinking Questions: 
 
1. Why do you think Cora felt guilty about feeding Ayanna to Spike? 
2. How did Cora show responsibility in taking care of Ayanna? 
3. What do you think would have happened if Cora hadn’t taken care of Ayanna? 
4. Why do you think Ayanna’s horn was important for her survival in the wild? 
5. What lessons did Cora learn from taking care of Ayanna? 
 
 

Science Exploration Questions: 
 
1. What are the stages of metamorphosis in a moth’s life cycle? 
2. How do hornworms protect themselves from predators? 
3. What is the difference between a caterpillar and a larva? 
4. Why do moths need to dry their wings after emerging from a chrysalis? 
5. What other insects go through metamorphosis like Ayanna? 

 



 
 

 Fun Facts 

1. Hornworms have a harmless “horn” – Despite its scary appearance, the horn on their back is 
soft and doesn’t sting. 
2. They are voracious eaters – A single hornworm can eat an entire tomato leaf in just one day! 
3. Hornworms grow incredibly fast – In just a few weeks, they can grow to be as long as a 
finger. 
4. They blend in well – Their bright green color helps them camouflage perfectly with plant 
leaves. 
5. Hornworms can make noise! – When threatened, they sometimes click their jaws or 
regurgitate to scare off predators. 
  

Sphinx Moth Fun Facts 

1.Sphinx moths hover like hummingbirds – They flap their wings rapidly and feed on  nectar 
while hovering. 
2.Some have super-long tongues – The giant sphinx moth has a tongue over 12 inches long to 
reach deep flowers. 
3.They are powerful fliers – Some species can fly up to 12 miles per hour! 
4.Sphinx moths help pollinate plants – As they feed on nectar, they spread pollen just like bees 
and butterflies. 
5.Their caterpillars become chrysalises underground – Unlike butterflies that form chrysalises on 
plants, many Sphinx moth caterpillars burrow into the soil to pupate. 
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